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02 Senior Pastor's Message

GOD’S OPEN WINDOWS
OF HEAVEN (Part 1)

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the LORD
of hosts,“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be

room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10).

BY SENIOR PASTOR PRINCE GUNERATNAM

od’s will is that you
prosper. The biblical
understanding of
prosperity is godly
contentment (1 Tim 6:6). He
gives us power to get wealth to
fulfil His covenant or promises
(Deut 8:18). Doing God’s will
and fulfilling God’s vision for
your life and the Church means
we need to prosper. The way
to prosper is to give. The Bible
teaches us to give to receive.

What Is Giving?

® Giving is not paying for one’s work
done. Your salary is not a gift
because you earned it.

® Giving is without condition. It is
free from obligations and control.

® Giving is not a loan which you have
to pay back.

® Giving is based on what you have.

Giving Is An Attitude.

We are to give willingly and cheerfully. The
Bible says, “Take from among you an
offering to the LORD. Whoever is of a
willing heart, let him bring it as an offering
to the LORD: gold, silver, and bronze ... “
(Exod 35:5). God loves a cheerful giver.
“So let each one give as he purposes in
his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity;
for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7).

Whenever you have an opportunity to give
an offering or make a pledge, do it
willingly, not grudgingly or of necessity.
Give in obedience because the Bible tells
us to be givers.

The triune God, God the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit are givers.

God gives us salvation.

He died for us while we were yet sinners.
The Bible says, “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Eph 2:8).
Faith is a gift from God (Romans 12:3). He
gives us all we need to live, and to be
godly. “His divine power has given to us
all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him who called
us by glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3).

Jesus is the giver of abundant
life.

The Bible says, “Jesus have come that
they may have life, and that they may have
it more abundantly” (John 10:10). And,
“For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet
for your sakes He became poor, that you
through His poverty might become rich”
(2 Cor 8:9).

The Holy Spirit is the giver of
spiritual gifts and a Helper.
The Bible says, “Likewise the Spirit
also helps in our weaknesses. For we
do not know what we should pray for
as we ought, but the Spirit Himself
makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered”
(Romans 8:26). 1 Corinthians 12:4-10
lists the diverse spiritual gifts that the
Holy Spirit gives to us.

There are six Biblical
principles to live under God’s
open windows of heaven.
1. Be A Giver
The Bible says, “Give, and it will be
given to you: good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and running
over will be put into your bosom. For
with the same measure that you use, it
will be measured back to you” (Luke
6:38). It is through giving or sowing that
you receive and reap a harvest. When we
give to God, He gives us in abundance.
Scriptures says, it will be given to you,
“running over into your bosom”.

Offerings are your expression of worship.
The wisemen gave to Jesus. The Bible
says, “When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And
when they had come into the house, they
saw the young Child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him.
And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Matthew
2:10-11). And “Honor the LORD with your
possessions, and with the firstfruits of all
your increase; so your barns will be filled
with plenty, and your vats will overflow
with new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10).



Tithes are your submission to His
Lordship as faithful stewards.

The Bible says, “And the Lord said, “Who
then is that faithful and wise steward,
whom his master will make ruler over his
household, to give them their portion of
food in due season? Blessed is that
servant whom his master will find so doing
when he comes” (Luke 12:42-43).

When you fail in giving your offerings and
tithes, you rob God of worship and
Lordship due to Him. “Will a man rob
God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you
say, ‘In what way have we robbed You? In
tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a
curse, for you have robbed Me, even this
whole nation” (Malachi 3:8-9).

2. Right Priorities

The Bible says, “But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you”
(Matthew 6:33). Let God have the first
priority in everything you have, your time,
giftings and energy.

This means we ought to have the right
mindset.

Set your mind on things that glorify God.
The Bible says, “If then you were raised
with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. Set your mind on things
above, not on things on the earth” (Col
3:1-2).

And we must not be double minded.

“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting,
for he who doubits is like a wave of the
sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let
not that man suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord; he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways”
(James 1:6-8).

3. Do Not Fear

The Bible says, “For God has not given us
a spirit of fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). And
Job said, “For the thing I greatly feared
has come upon me, and what | dreaded
has happened to me” (Job 3:25).

Fear is a bondage that keeps you from
receiving what God has for you. You
become a prisoner, kept from all that God
has promised you! When we don’t have

faith, we are reluctant to give, for we fear
for the future. Do not let fear to rule your
heart and mind. People with faith know
how to give.

We should not fear because God makes
good all His promises. The Bible says,
“God is not a man, that He should lie, nor
a son of man, that He should repent.Has
He said, and will He not do? Or has He
spoken, and will He not make it good?”
(Num 23:19). And “For all the promises of
God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to
the glory of God through us” (2 Cor 1:20).

4. Have Faith

Fear and faith are not friends but enemies.

Fear walks out when faith comes in. God
has given each of us a measure of faith
that was taken from us because of sin.
Our sins are forgiven and you have
received faith. “For | say, through the
grace given to me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think, but to think
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a
measure of faith” (Romans 2:3).

The raising of Lazarus

Jesus told the two sisters of Lazarus that
he will live. They believed, thinking he
would be raised on the Lord’s day. But
Jesus said, “’Take away the stone.’ But
Martha, the sister of him who was dead,
said to Him, ‘Lord, by this time there is a
stench, for he has been four days.’ Jesus
said to her, ‘Did | not say to you that if you
would believe you would see the glory of
God?’”(John 11:39-40). Believe in Jesus.
Rebuke your fear and see the glory of
God, no matter what your challenges may
be.

Faith is a Rewarder

The Bible says, “But without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). We
are exhorted not to “ ... become sluggish,
but imitate those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises”

(Hebrews 6:12).

¢ Be at peace when you obey in faith.
Jesus said, “Let not your heart be
troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in Me. Peace | leave with you, My
peace | give to you; not as the world
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gives do | give to you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid” (John 14:1 & 27).

When there is no fear, there’s faith. Do
not give in to fear.

5. Keep Your Promises

God keeps His promises. The Bible says,
“So shall My word be that goes forth from
My mouth; it shall not return to Me void,
but it shall accomplish what | please, and
it shall prosper in the thing for which | sent
it” (Isaiah 55:11), and “God is not a man,
that He should lie, nor a son of man, that
He should repent. Has He said, and will
He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He
not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19).

Like Father, like Son

We must keep our promises and our
commitments just like God keeps His. The
Bible says, “When you make a vow to the
LORD your God, you shall not delay to
pay it; for the LORD your God will surely
require it of you, and it would be sin to
you. That which has gone from your lips
you shall keep and perform, for you
voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God
what you havepromised with your mouth”
(Deut 23:21;23). “Offer to God
thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the
Most High. Call upon Me in the day of
trouble; | will deliver you, and you shall
glorify Me” (Psalm 50:14-15).

6. Speak What The Bible Says
Watch what you speak. The Bible says,
“There is one who speaks like the
piercings of a sword, but the tongue of
the wise promotes health” (Proverbs
12:18). And “Death and life are in the
power of the tongue, and those who love
it will eat its fruit” (Prov 18:21). What we
say will condemn us. So speak life and
speak positive and good things that will
edify and build each other up.

As you practice the principles to live
under God’s open windows of heaven,
you will experience God’s blessings of
prosperity. God desires to bless you so
you can be the channel for His blessings
to touch lives for His kingdom. You can
do the will of God and see God’s vision in
your life fulfilled! We are a people with a
destiny.

All Bible quotations are in the New King James
Version.
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HONOURING GOD
WITH OUR GIVING

t was a special weekend for the

Calvary Church family on 6 - 7

June. Calvarites were given the

opportunity and privilege to give

towards making CCC debt free
and in so doing, glorify our Lord.

Thank God for His anointing upon the
service, both at Damansara Heights and
Calvary Convention Centre. God spoke
clearly. We were inspired and enriched
by the ministry of the word.

The succinct CCC financial update by
Church Treasurer, Deacon Chow Sang
Hoe reminded us of God’s amazing
financial provisions. He has blessed us
tremendously in the past years. Even
when we started the CCC
building fund in 2004, ten
years ago, tithes and faith
promise giving continued
to grow. Chow
encouraged us to
continue to pray and trust
God for us to be debt
free.

Senior Associate Pastor
Petrina Guneratnam
introduced Rev. Margaret
Seaward, whom she

man’s vision or ingenuity. It is the result
of God’s vision that was birthed in your
Senior Pastor!” declared Sister Seaward
as she began her message. Her
anointed preaching was an inspiring
challenge.

She challenged us to give sacrificially.
Sacrificial giving involves pain. But the
encouragement is that there is no
sacrifice greater than God’s sacrifice of
His one and only Son (John 3:16).
Jesus laid down His life, His all that we
might be saved. We cannot separate
love from giving. The more you love, the
more you will give.

The Bible says the Lord spoke to
Moses to take an offering from the
Israelites (Exodus 25:1) for
the building of a tabernacle
where He can dwell and His
people can meet with Him.
The offering was initiated by
God. The building of CCC is
for God’s glory. Giving to
CCC is not giving to a
building but giving to God!

We were encouraged to trust
(depend on) the Lord with all
of our hearts, to

supernaturally bless them financially
and in many other ways, through

acknowledge Him as Lord

acknowledged as her spiritual mother
and mentor. Sister Seaward and her
husband Rev. Fred Seaward will be
celebrating six decades in ministry in
Singapore and Malaysia, come next
year. As if this is not a high enough
recommendation, she hails from a five-
generation family who serves the Lord!
She is a third generation preacher and
all her children are in full-time ministry.
What a wonderful testimony of giving of
her family to serve God.

and Master of our finances and to
honour Him in our giving (Prov 3:5-6).
Trusting the Lord entails trusting His
Word, His Wisdom and His Ways. We
are not to lean on our own
understanding but to have a spiritual
perspective on giving.

Sister Seaward also highlighted many
biblical promises on giving, sowing and
reaping, illustrating them with powerful
testimonies how God blessed her and
others who gave sacrificially in
obedience to His promptings. At their
times of need, God would

“It is mind boggling what God has done
for your church. CCC is not the result of

unexpected people whom He spoke to.
Praise God that we cannot out-give
Him and we reap what we sow!

The Bible says, “... He who sows
bountifully shall reap also bountifully”
(2 Cor 9:6). In Greek, bountifully means
to eulogise, commend or honour.
Sowing bountifully is honouring,
worshipping and blessing God!

After the message, Senior Pastor Prince
Guneratnam thanked God for this
wonderful privilege to give to Him and
partner with Him to experience Him like
never before. He prayed that as we give
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sacrificially to honour Him, the Lord will Left Pg (Top to bottom): Sister Margaret Seaward
pour forth physical, mental, spiritual inspiring & challenging Calvarites on giving;
. . Senior Pastor praying for needs of the
and emotional miracles. congregation; Sister Petrina introducing Pastor
Margaret Seaward
Calvarites responded to the Lord’s

prompting and leading in making their This pg (Top to bottom): Senior Pastors,

led tina God’ ind Associate Pastors & Deacons praying for the
pledge, expecting God's open windows CCC debt free pledge partners by laying hands

of blessings to rain down on us as we on the cards; Deacon Chow presenting the CCC
give cheerfully. financial update; The congregation praying in
unity



06 Father's Day Breakfast

FATHER’S

DAY Breakfast

BY PASTOR YONG CHEE WENG

Right Pg (Main): Senior Pastor sharing on Christian parenthood; Top Left: All

‘““‘How to he a good
'ather?” asked Senior Pastor

Prince Guneratnam at the Father’s Day
Breakfast held on the 14 June 2014 at the
CCC Multi-Purpose Hall.

This is the heart cry of every responsible
father. The world throws at us many
different models of parenting. Our own
fathers affect our perception of
fatherhood. And some grow up without a
father. Thank God we do not follow the
way of the world as we have a model of
the perfect father in our Heavenly Father.

Without a doubt, the 110 participants
were blessed in many ways. To begin
with, there was a scrumptious breakfast
served by the ladies from Dimensions and
the church staff. This also provided a time
for the participants to fellowship and to
get to know one another.

participants; 2nd Row: Panellists praying for participants; Discussion in a small
group; Pastor Richard making the announcements

After breakfast, Suresh Raman led us in a
song of worship followed by Senior Pastor
Prince Guneratnam’s sharing.

Senior Pastor laid the foundation by

emphasizing that God is our perfect

Father and thus, the perfect model for

fatherhood. To be a godly father, it is

important that we know God better by

reading the Word of God. Fathers were

reminded that they are to fulfil their

responsibilities as follows:

e To be the head of the family;

e To be the bearer of God’s blessings;

¢ To be respected for his authority;

e To be the priest and teacher of the
family; and

e To be a provider and protector of his
family.

Senior Pastor shared that in every child
there is a man. We must develop that man
in every child. Similarly there is a a father
in every man. We must develop that
Fatherhood. The Holy Spirit will help us.

Then we had our small groups discussion
and the moderator, Samuel Kurian
encouraged us to brainstorm on raising
questions on fathering. These questions
were then presented to the panellists,
comprising Rev. Fred Seaward, Rev.
Margaret Seaward, Senior Pastor, Senior
Associate Pastor Petrina Guneratnam,
Pam Lee, Chin Ki Fen, Puan Chen Keck,
and Wong Horr Wai.

Below are some excerpts of the Q & A

session:

e “How does technology, such as smart
phones and iPad, affect the father and
child relationship?”

Horr Wai, a father of two young girls,
shared that it is important that in
restricting our children on the use of
such gadgets, we must replace them
by spending time with our children - in
recreation, reading or activities. Also,
parents need to be a good example by
not using these gadgets when they are
with their children. Pastor Fred warned
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the fathers to be aware of the video
games that children are playing as
many are violent and even demonic in
nature.

e “Should we correct the child with a
soft or hard tone?”
Pam, a counsellor and mother of three,
said that of course a soft tone is
preferable. But what is more important
is that correction is done in love and
not in the heat of anger.

e “What should a father do if he finds it
difficult to apologize to his children
when he has done wrong, e.g. losing
temper?”

Puan shared that if we know how to
apologize to other adults when we
have done wrong, all the more we
should apologize to our children when
we have done them wrong. In short,
we must overcome our pride and ego.

e “In today’s world, the wife can earn
more than the husband. What if
because of her higher income, she
starts calling the shots at home?”
Sister Petrina answered that regardless
of how much the wife makes, the Bible

is clear that the man (father) is the
head of the household and the wife
must submit to that. Pam added that if
we allow the wife to be the head of the
home by virtue of her higher income,
then we are teaching our children that
the value of a person is monetary —
which is not what we want!

For over an hour, the participants were
absorbed in the practical Q&A session.
Then, Samuel opened up to the floor to
share their experiences on fatherhood.
Phan, said, “Being a father is a continual
learning process which is much more
complex than a professional job.”

Philip testified that before becoming a
Christian, he often compared himself with
his earthly father to check if he was doing
right in fathering. But since he was saved,
he has learnt that there is a perfect model
of fatherhood in God, the Father.

Benny shared that being a father has
helped him understand and identify with
the father-heart of God.

The last question addressed was, “How
do we be good fathers since we are so
busy these days?” The rule, stressed

Senior Pastor, is to determine your
priorities. Your first priority is always God,
followed by your family, after which,
comes all the rest. If you follow this, you
won’t go wrong.

In conclusion, Senior Pastor shared four

invaluable tips with fathers:

e A dad is respected because he gives
his children leadership;

e A dad is appreciated because he gives
his children care;

e A dad is valued because he gives his
children time;

e A dad is loved because he gives his
children one thing they treasure most —
himself.

Praise and thank God for an enjoyable
and beneficial time. There was fostering of
friendship and support among the men
and fathers and they left wiser and
inspired to be godly fathers and role
models.



08 Father's Day

athers at Calvary Church
were warmly welcomed,
appreciated and prayed for
on Father’s Day, 15 June
2014 at Calvary Convention
Centre.

Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam prayed
a prayer of blessing for the fathers and
each received a momento to remind him
of this special Father’s Day service. Each
father also received a pamphlet on
“Biblical Values and Role Model of
Christian parenthood” by Senior Pastor.
Thank God for the ministry of Rev. Fred
Seaward who quickly put us at ease and

had us all laughing with his opening joke.
We were impressed with his quick review
of the Bible and unique Bible quiz.

Before his message, Pastor Fred
reminded us that we are living in the end
times. In the last 14 years, since 2000, the
world has seen things never ever
experienced before! Thank God for His
empowerment to live as children of God in
these challenging end times!

As believers we are children of God.
Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Our
Father who are in heaven ...”

(Matt 6:9-13). God is our Heavenly Father
who loves and forgives us.

FATHE
“The Fath

The testimonies shared of how
individuals transformed after
experiencing God’s love and forgiveness,
reached out to their fathers although
they were not good fathers, were
powerful. Similarly, we are to love and
forgive those who have hurt us. Not
forgiving others, when we are forgiven by
God, can keep us out of heaven! The
Bible says, “Forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors” (Matt 6:12).

During the altar call, Senior Pastor
thanked God for all fathers and prayed
that God strengthen, bless and empower
them to take responsibility as heads and
priests of their families with the Holy
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’S DAY:

1er’'s Love”

Spirit’s help. A church is strong
because of strong fathers.

The finale comprised a medley of

appreciation of fathers by Calvary youths:

A song by “All Daughters Ensemble”
comprising Alexandria, Brenda, June,
Kimmie, Li Sha and Rebecca;

A skit by Brandon and Wei Jen,
demonstrating that a father’s actions
speak louder than words;

A video by Matthew Lee, featuring
drawings by Cheryl Kam to depict
testimonies of the love of fathers;
Lastly, a song and dance entitled “I
Learned From You” choreographed by
Isabel Ong.

Thank God for His blessings upon an
enjoyable Father’s Day celebration. The
Food Fest at the CCC Plaza also afforded
a wonderful opportunity for Calvarties to
fellowship over light refreshments before
and after the service.

May we share with others whatever
blessings, spiritual or material from our
Father in heaven.

Left to Right :

Top Row - Song & Dance
presentation by Calvary Youths to
appreciate fathers

2nd Row - Rev. Fred Seaward
sharing on “The Father’s Love”;
Senior Pastor praying for all fathers
present; Fathers being
acknowledged; Youths distributing
momentos to fathers; Youths in skit;
“All Daughters Ensemble” singing a
special number for fathers

Bottom: Pastor Peter leading in
prayer for Senior Pastor and Rev.
Fred as spiritual fathers




010 Calvary Young Adults

INSPIRING! s s vne

resounding consensus of the 68 young
adults who attended the inaugural
Connect by Calvary Young Adults (CYA)
on 31 May 2014. The 2-hour session on
networking proudly hosted Helen Read,
best known as the founder of plus-size
clothing line MS. READ.

The connect meeting started with warm
drinks and breakfast at the CCC Worship
Nursery where the cosy colourful bean
bags framing the small stage lent a warm
and casual ambience.

Jan Wong, a CYA Committee member,
introduced Helen and facilitated the
session which was rounded up with a
time of Q&A by the curious audience.
Helen shared that she had a simple
dream, to be a housewife and a mother.
Little did she know that helping out at a
friend’s manufacturing business in the
1980s would lead her to buy over the
business and be instrumental to her
becoming a successful entrepreneur.

Today, her myriad of businesses includes
18 MS. READ shops in Malaysia, two in
Singapore and one, online, four Dude &
the Duchess (a trend-setting apparel

brand) shops and a partner of Sundays, a
furniture and household goods shop.

Helen’s success and achievements had
not gone unnoticed. She is one of the top
three finalists of the Ernst & Young
Woman Entrepreneur Award (2002) and
first runner-up of the National Women
Entrepreneur 2009.

She not only excels in business. She is a
Church Deaconess, a trained counsellor, a
devoted Life Group (LG) and Sectional LG
Leader (“LG drives me!” she declared
happily). Indeed, one could not help but
wonder how she manages to juggle
between work, ministry and a happy
family!

During the Q & A session, many took the
opportunity to ask about the challenges
she faced, her motivation and even
sought her advice. Helen took to these
questions with ease and also shared

Clockwise from top left:
Helen Read sharing her journey to
becoming a successful
entrepreneur; Young adults
listening intently to sharing; A
young adult posing his question
during Q&A session; Listening in
comfort

interesting anecdotes, from being a boss
to being a mother.

What was very apparent was this: Helen is
a woman who seeks after the Lord and
places Jesus at the centre of her life. She
seeks God’s guidance for both personal
and business decisions.

We also learnt she was shy by nature but
had grown through the years in the
market place. She is sociable and has an
effective and respectable leadership style.
“Three things stayed with me from her
talk: walking with God, praying
unceasingly, and letting God being the
strategy of everything,” shared Jan Wong.
“There was a lot to take home from her
stories alone!”

Indeed, Helen’s testimony, perseverance
and authentic personality is greatly
inspiring and admired by all who were
present. Praise and thank God for Helen
who is shining for Jesus in the world of
business in Malaysial!
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Adventure
Rangers
Camp 2014

By Darren Wong

Excited Rangers and Commanders set
off for the Adventure Rangers’ camp
from Calvary Convention Centre (CCC)
after a devotion by Executive Pastor
Peter Ong on 27 March 2014.

Our camp theme was “Let’'s GEM
(Garner Eternal Material) for GLORY”
(Matthew 6:19-20). We were briefed on
camp rules after arriving at Sungai
Congkak, Hulu Langat, Selangor,
where we set up our campsite.

We were all ears when the
commanders taught on compass skills,

toolcraft and ropecraft as we would be
tested on these skills after the training.
Then came the long awaited water
play in the river on that hot afternoon.

After dinner, we gathered at the hall for
a short devotion. Before retiring for the
night, we were briefed on preparations
for the next day’s hike.

Praise God for the good weather and
a pleasant hike at Gunung Nuang.
When the Rangers reached Sungai
Lolo, each group was required to build
a fire to cook our lunch consisting
hamburger patties and sausages
wrapped in tinfoil. All the Rangers
enjoyed cooking their own meals.

During the hike down, we sang
edifying songs and this strengthened
us to complete the hike. It was almost
dinner time when we arrived back at
the campsite. Again it was do-it-
yourself dinner for ourselves and the

Commanders! Our efforts paid off!
Dinner was scrumptious and finger-
licking good. After washing up, the
Rangers prepared themselves for that
night’s Council Fire.

The main theme for our campfire was
based on the Royal Rangers emblem,
which is made up of 8 blue, 4 red and
4 gold points. Eight commanders each
held fire torch with a Ranger Code and
started off the campfire session by
igniting the top in unison.

All too soon, it was the third and final
day of the camp. It was time to pack
up and break camp. All the Rangers
were exhausted but full of camp
stories to tell their parents. We thank
God for a great camp and His
goodness to us all.



012 Mesej Pendita Kanan

TINGKAP SYURGA TUHAN
YANG TERBUKA s

“Bawalah seluruh persembahan persepuluhan itu ke dalam rumah perbendaharaan, supaya ada persediaan makanan di rumah-Ku dan
ujilah Aku, firman TUHAN semesta alam, apakah Aku tidak membukakan bagimu tingkap-tingkap langit dan mencurahkan berkat
kepadamu sampai berkelimpahan” (Maleakhi 3:10).

Oleh PENDITA KANAN PRINCE GUNERATNAM

ehendak Tuhan adalah agar

kita memiliki kemakmuran.

Pemahaman Alkitab tentang

kemakmuran ialah kepuasan

yang dipenuhi Tuhan
(1Timotius 6:6). Dialah yang memberikan
kita kekuatan untuk memperoleh
kekayaan, dengan maksud meneguhkan
perjanjian yang diikrarkan-Nya (Ulangan
8:18). Melakukan kehendak Tuhan dan
memenubhi visi Tuhan untuk kehidupan
dan Gereja bermakna kita perlu makmur.
Cara untuk makmur adalah dengan
memberi. Alkitab mengajar kita memberi
agar dapat menerima.

Apakah itu Pemberian?

® Memberi bukannya memberi ganjaran
untuk pekerjaan yang dilakukan. Gaji
kamu bukanlah satu hadiah kerana
kamu telah melakukan kerja agar
dapat menerima gaji.

® Pemberian adalah tanpa syarat. la
adalah bebas dari kewajiban dan
kawalan.

® Pemberian bukanlah satu pinjaman
yang kamu harus bayar balik.

® Pemberian adalah berasaskan apa yang
kamu ada.

Pemberian Adalah Satu Sikap.

Kita harus memberi dengan rela dan dengan
sukacita. Alkitab berkata, “Ambillah bagi
Tuhan persembahan khusus dari barang
kepunyaanmu; setiap orang yang terdorong
hatinya harus membawanya sebagai
persembahan khusus kepada Tuhan : emas,
perak, tembaga...” (Keluaran 35:5). Tuhan
mengasihi pemberi yang memberi dengan
sukacita. “Hendaklah masing-masing
memberikan menurut kerelaan hatinya,
jangan dengan sedih hati atau karena
paksaan, sebab Tuhan mengasihi orang
yang memberi dengan sukacita”

(2 Korintus 9:7).

Apabila kamu ada peluang untuk memberi
persembahan atau membuat janji
pemberian, lakukannyalah secara rela,
bukan dengan rasa seperti dipaksa atau pun
memikirkan bahawa ianya adalah satu
keperluan untuk memberi. Beri dengan taat
kerana Alkitab memberitahu kita untuk
menjadi pemberi.

Tuhan Tritunggal, Tuhan Bapa, Anak dan
Roh Kudus adalah pemberi.

Tuhan memberikan kita keselamatan.

la mati untuk kita di saat kita masih berdosa.

Alkitab mengatakan, “Sebab karena kasih
karunia kamu diselamatkan oleh iman; itu
bukan hasil usahamu, tetapi pemberian
Tuhan” (Efe 2:8). Iman adalah satu anugerah
daripada Tuhan (Roma 12:3). la memberikan
kita semua yang kita perlukan untuk
kehidupan, dan untuk menjadi saleh.
“Karena kuasa ilahi-Nya telah
menganugerahkan kepada kita segala
sesuatu yang berguna untuk hidup yang
saleh oleh pengenalan kita akan Dia, yang
telah memanggil kita oleh kuasa-Nya yang
mulia dan ajaib” (2 Petrus 1:3).

Yesus adalah pemberi kehidupan
yang berkelimpahan.

Alkitab mengatakan, “Pencuri datang hanya
untuk mencuri dan membunuh dan
membinasakan; Aku datang, supaya mereka
mempunyai hidup, dan mempunyainya
dalam segala kelimpahan” (Yohanes 10:10).
Dan, “Karena kamu telah mengenal kasih
karunia Tuhan kita Yesus Kristus, bahwa la,

yang oleh karena kamu menjadi miskin,
sekalipun la kaya, supaya kamu menjadi
kaya oleh karena kemiskinan-Nya”

(2 Kor 8:9).

Roh Kudus adalah pemberi karunia
rohani dan juga seorang Penolong.
Alkitab mengatakan, “Demikian juga Roh
membantu kita dalam kelemahan kita;
sebab kita tidak tahu, bagaimana
sebenarnya harus berdoa; tetapi Roh
sendiri berdoa untuk kita kepada Tuhan
dengan keluhan-keluhan yang tidak
terucapkan” (Roma 8:26). 1 Korintus
12:4-10 menyenaraikan pelbagai
anugerah Roh Kudus.

Ada enam prinsip Alkitabiah untuk
hidup di bawah tingkap Syurga
Tuhan yang terbuka.

1. Jadilah seorang Pemberi

Alkitab mengatakan,”Berilah dan kamu

akan diberi: suatu takaran yang baik,

yang dipadatkan, yang digoncang dan
yang tumpah ke luar akan dicurahkan ke
dalam ribaanmu. Sebab ukuran yang kamu
pakai untuk mengukur, akan diukurkan
kepadamu” (Lukas 6:38). Melalui
pemberianlah atau penanaman kamu akan
menerima dan menuai satu tuaian. Apabila
kita memberi kepada Tuhan, la memberi kita
balik dengan berkelimpahan. Alkitab
mengatakan, kamu akan diberi, “akan
dicurahkan ke dalam ribaanmu.”

Pemberian menunjukkan penyembahanmu.
Alkitab mengatakan, “Ketika mereka melihat
bintang itu, sangat bersukacitalah mereka.
Maka masuklah mereka ke dalam rumah itu
dan melihat Anak itu bersama Maria, ibu-
Nya, lalu sujud menyembah Dia. Merekapun
membuka tempat harta bendanya dan
mempersembahkan persembahan kepada-
Nya, yaitu emas, kemenyan dan mur” (Matius
2:10-11). Dan, “Muliakanlah TUHAN dengan
hartamu dan dengan hasil pertama dari
segala penghasilanmu, maka lumbung-
lumbungmu akan diisi penuh sampai
melimpah-limpah, dan bejana pemerahanmu
akan meluap dengan air buah anggurnya”
(Amsal 3:9-10).



Pemberian persepuluhan adalah penyerahan
kamu kepada ketuananNya sebagai
pengurus yang setia.

Alkitab mengatakan, “Jawab Tuhan:‘Jadi,
siapakah pengurus rumah yang setia dan
bijaksana yang akan diangkat oleh tuannya
menjadi kepala atas semua hambanya untuk
memberikan makanan kepada mereka pada
waktunya? Berbahagialah hamba, yang
didapati tuannya melakukan tugasnya itu,
ketika tuannya itu datang” (Lukas 12:42-43).

Apabila kamu gagal memberi pemberian dan
persepuluhan kamu, kamu mencuri dari
Tuhan dan tidak tunduk kepada
ketuananNya. Dan “Bolehkah manusia
menipu Tuhan? Namun kamu menipu Aku.
Tetapi kamu berkata: “Dengan cara
bagaimanakah kami menipu Engkau?”
Mengenai persembahan persepuluhan dan
persembahan khusus! Kamu telah kena
kutuk, tetapi kamu masih menipu Aku, ya
kamu seluruh bangsa!” (Maleakhi 3:8-9).

2. Keutamaan Yang Betul

Alkitab mengatakan, “Tetapi carilah dahulu
Kerajaan Tuhan dan kebenarannya, maka
semuanya itu akan ditambahkan kepadamu”
(Matius 6:33). Biar Tuhan memiliki
keutamaan dahulu dalam segala yang kamu
miliki, masa kamu, anugerah kamu dan
tenaga kamu.

Ini bermakna kita harus memiliki pemikiran
yang betul. Tetapkan pemikiran kamu atas
perkara-perkara yang memuliakan Tuhan.
Alkitab mengatakan, “Karena itu, kalau kamu
dibangkitkan bersama dengan Kristus,
carilah perkara yang di atas, di mana Kristus
ada, duduk di sebelah kanan Tuhan.
Pikirkanlah perkara yang di atas, bukan yang
di bumi” (Kol 3: 1-2). Dan kita tidak harus
mempunyai dua hati. “Hendaklah ia
memintanya dalam iman, dan sama sekali
jangan bimbang, sebab orang yang bimbang
sama dengan gelombang laut, yang
diombang-ambingkan kian ke mari oleh
angin. Orang yang demikian janganlah
mengira, bahwa ia akan menerima sesuatu
dari Tuhan. Sebab orang yang mendua hati
tidak akan tenang dalam hidupnya” (Yakobus
1:6-8).

3. Jangan Takut

Alkitab mengatakan, “Sebab Tuhan
memberikan kepada kita bukan roh
ketakutan, melainkan roh yang
membangkitkan kekuatan, kasih dan
ketertiban” (2 Timotius 1:7). Dan Ayub
berkata “Karena yang kutakutkan, itulah yang
menimpa aku, dan yang kucemaskan, itulah
yang mendatangi aku” (Ayub 3:25).

Ketakutan adalah satu belenggu yang
menghalang kamu daripada menerima
daripada apa yang Tuhan mahu beri pada
kamu! Kamu menjadi tawanan, dihalang dari
semua yang Tuhan janjikan pada kamu.

Apabila kita tidak miliki iman, kita enggan
memberi, kerana kita takutkan masa depan.
Jangan biarkan ketakutan menguasai hati
dan pemikiran kamu. Orang yang beriman
tahu bagaimana untuk memberi.

Kita tidak harus takut kerana Tuhan
menepati semua janjiNya. Alkitab
mengatakan, “Tuhan bukanlah manusia,
sehingga la berdusta bukan anak manusia,
sehingga la menyesal. Masakan la berfirman
dan tidak melakukannya, atau berbicara dan
tidak menepatinya?” (Bil 23:19). Dan “Sebab
Kristus adalah “ya” bagi semua janji Tuhan.
Itulah sebabnya oleh Dia kita mengatakan
“Amin” untuk memuliakan Tuhan” (2 Kor
1:20).

4. Miliki Iman

Ketakutan dan iman bukanlah kawan tetapi
adalah musuh. Ketakutan keluar apabila
iman masuk. Tuhan telah memberikan setiap
daripada kita satu ukuran iman yang telah
diambil daripada kita oleh kerana dosa.
Dosa kita telah diampuni dan kamu telah
menerima iman. “Dan engkau, hai manusia,
engkau yang menghakimi mereka yang
berbuat demikian, sedangkan engkau sendliri
melakukannya juga, adakah engkau sangka,
bahwa engkau akan luput dari hukuman
Tuhan?” (Roma 2:3).

Kebangkitan Lazarus

Yesus memberitahukan kepada dua adik
perempuan Lazarus bahawa Lazarus akan
hidup. Mereka percaya, memikirkan bahawa
ia akan dibangkitkan pada Hari Tuhan. Tetapi
kata Yesus: “Angkat batu itu!” Marta,
saudara orang yang meninggal itu, berkata
kepada-Nya: “Tuhan, ia sudah berbau, sebab
sudah empat hari ia mati. Jawab Yesus:
“Bukankah sudah Kukatakan kepadamu:
Jikalau engkau percaya engkau akan melihat
kemuliaan Tuhan?” (Yohanes 11:39-40).
Percaya kepada Yesus. Herdiklah ketakutan
dan lihat kemuliaan Tuhan, tidak kira apa
cabarannya.

Iman adalah satu Ganjaran.

Alkitab mengatakan, “Tetapi tanpa iman
tidak mungkin orang berkenan kepada
Tuhan. Sebab barangsiapa berpaling kepada
Tuhan, ia harus percaya bahwa Tuhan ada,
dan bahwa Tuhan memberi upah kepada
orang yang sungguh-sungguh mencari Dia”
(Ibrani 11:6). Kita digalakkan “...agar kamu
jangan menjadi lamban, tetapi menjadi
penurut-penurut mereka yang oleh iman dan
kesabaran mendapat bagian dalam apa
yang dijanjikan Tuhan” (Ibrani 11:12).

® Adanya damai apabila kamu mentaati
dengan iman.
Alkitab mengatakan “Janganlah gelisah
hatimu; percayalah kepada Tuhan,
percayalah juga kepada-Ku. Damai
sejahtera Kutinggalkan bagimu. Damai
sejahtera-Ku Kuberikan kepadamu, dan
apa yang Kuberikan tidak seperti yang
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diberikan oleh dunia kepadamu.
Janganlah gelisah dan gentar hatimu”
(Yohanes 14:1 & 27).

Apabila tidak ada ketakutan, akan ada iman.
Jangan benarkan ketakutan wujud.

5. Tepatilah Janji Kamu

Tuhan menepati janjiNya. Alkitab
mengatakan, “demikianlah firman-Ku yang
keluar dari mulut-Ku: ia tidak akan kembali
kepada-Ku dengan sia-sia, tetapi ia akan
melaksanakan apa yang Kukehendaki, dan
akan berhasil dalam apa yang Kusuruhkan
kepadanya” (Yesaya 55:11) dan “Tuhan
bukanlah manusia, sehingga la berdusta
bukan anak manusia, sehingga la menyesal.
Masakan la berfirman dan tidak
melakukannya, atau berbicara dan tidak
menepatinya?” (Bilangan23:19).

Seperti Bapa, seperti Anak

Kita mesti menepati kata-kata kita dan janji
kita seperti Tuhan menepati kata-kata dan
janjiNya. Alkitab berkata, “Apabila engkau
bernazar kepada TUHAN, Tuhanmu,
janganlah engkau menunda-nunda
memenuhinya, sebab tentulah TUHAN,
Tuhanmu, akan menuntutnya dari padamu,
sehingga hal itu menjadi dosa bagimu”
(Ulangan 23:21,23). “Apa yang keluar dari
bibirmu haruslah kaulakukan dengan setia,
sebab dengan sukarela kaunazarkan kepada
TUHAN, Tuhanmu, sesuatu yang kaukatakan
dengan mulutmu sendiri.” “Persembahkanlah
Syukur sebagai korban kepada Tuhan dan
bayarlah nazarmu kepada Yang Mahatinggi!
Berserulah kepada-Ku pada waktu
kesesakan, Aku akan meluputkan engkau,
dan engkau akan memuliakan Aku”
(Mazmur 50:14-15).

6. Ucapkanlah Apa Yang Dikatakan
Dalam Alkitab

Berjaga-jaga dengan apa yang kamu
ucapkan. Alkitab berkata, “Ada orang yang
lancang mulutnya seperti tikaman pedang,
tetapi lidah orang bijak mendatangkan
kesembuhan” (Amsal 12:18). Dan “Hidup
dan mati dikuasai lidah, siapa suka
menggemakannya, akan memakan buahnya”
(Amsal 18:21). Apa yang kita katakan boleh
mengutuk kita. Jadi ucapkanlah perkara-
perkara yang membawa kehidupan dan
bercakap positif dan perkara-perkara baik
yang mengajar dan membina satu sama lain.

Apabila kamu mempraktikkan prinsip-prinsip
untuk hidup dibawah tingkap syurga Tuhan
yang terbuka, kamu akan mengalami berkat
Tuhan. Tuhan ingin memberkati kamu agar
kamu boleh menjadi saluran untuk
berkatNya untuk menjamah jiwa-jiwa untuk
kerajaanNya. Kamu boleh melakukan
kehendak Tuhan dan melihat visi Tuhan
dalam kehidupan kamu dipenuhi! Kita adalah
umat yang memiliki takdir Tuhan.

Semua petikan Alkitab diambil dari Alkitab
Terjemahan Baru.
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27 JULY (SUNDAY) 11.30AM
FELISA FOO

“DIPELIHARA DALAM NAUNGAN
TUHAN”

(PROTECTED UNDER GOD’S SHIELD)

ROOM 10, LEVEL 4, CCC

Announcements 015

(Caters to young working adults
between the ages of 21 to 35.)

JULY
19 JULY ( SATURDAY) 10.00AM

THEME
PRIORITY AND TIME MANAGEMENT

SPECIAL GUEST

CHOW SANG HOE
Managing Partner, Ernst &
Young Advisory Services
Malaysia; Church Deacon
and Life Group Leader

VENUE
WORSHIP NURSERY,
CCC, LEVEL 1
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o16 \Water Baptism

(Left to right)

Front Row
Chook See Fan, Elkanah Peter Khor, Marcus

a/l Jonathan, Janice Tham Bing Ni, Abigail

Veronica Jessinta a/p Kirusnasamy, Phoebe
Tan Jing Yi, Hon Yuen Neng, Christabel Tan

Mei Yee

Congratulations
Calvarites who followed the Lord in water oo Lam Hep flee, Shery, Fam Jae o,

Shireen Wong Yen Li, lvan Wong Jun Wei,
baptism on 14 March 2014 at the 5pm service at Oladjet Temitope Oluwayomi, Ngozi Osuiji

Damansara HelghtS Bells, Jane Priscilla a/p Kirusnasamy, Justus

Aquilla Sam a/l Kirusnasamy

May you reap the blessings of obedience. Do srd Row ,
. . . Michele Christine S. John, Murali Thavaseelan,
continue to grow from faith to faith. Jacky Fung Kim Wang, Melissa Gan Siok

Hwa, Nuru Nakitto, Angus Teh Kok Khoon,
Victor Teow Boon Tuan, Susan Loong
Siew Leng
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